In a recent publication, H. W. Schreíber from Hamburg, reports his first results which confirm the findings of Dumont and others: The bleeding stops. The ascites decreases. We have personally tried this procedure in 2 cases which were in acute intractable hemorrhage due to ruptured esophageal varices. Both had ascites, and were in a precomatous stage. The first patient stopped bleeding immediately after the operation. The abdominal wall, which was distended by ascites prior to operation became markedly softer within a few hours after surgery. She recovered, regained consciousness and was discharged 2 months later with a stabilized ascites and a normal blood count. The second case was even worse: dramatic hemorrhage, ascites, jaundice and evidence of encephalopathy. Shortly after surgery, the bleeding subsided for 2 days. We had to monitor very carefully the central venous pressure which increased markedly. This is a very important point which should be emphasized. The blood volume is expanded by the sudden and massive flow of lymph in the venous system and this may lead to cardiac insufficiency unless the central venous pressure, is carefully monitored. If necessary, one must not hesitate to perform a venisection, which we did in our second case. In conclusion, one may say that the lymphatico-venous anastomosis in portal hypertension is worth trying in patients whose general condition prevents extensive surgical procedure, such as portocaval shunts. References Dumont, A. E. and Mulholland, J. H.: Flow rate and composition of thoracicduct lymph in patients with cirrhosis. New Engl. J. Med. 263: 471-474 (1960) . Editorial 247 Dumont, A. E. and Witte, M. H.: Significance of excess lymph in the thoracic duct in patients with hepatic cirrhosis. Amer. J. Surg. 112: 401-406 (1966) . Dumont, A. E. and Wítte, H. M.: Contrasting patterns of thoracic duct lymph formation in hepatic cirrhosis. Surg. Gynec. Obstet. 122: 524-528 (1966) . Orloff, M. J.: Effect of porrocaval shunts on lymph flow in the thoracic duct. Amer. J. Surg. 114: 213-221 (1967) . Schreiber, H. W.; Roch, W. und Ackeren, H. v.: Uber die zervikale lymphovenöse Anastomose beim Pfortaderhochdruck der Leberzirrhose. Dtsch. med. Wschr. 93: 195-200 (1968) .
